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An Introduction

A The conceptof the museumhasbeenimitated by
the Prof. NaryanDas, Ex-Principalof the college
The museum is enriched the collection of
archaeologicatreasuresf the famoushistorical
site of ChandraketugathThe museum has a
significant collection of terracotta figurines,
terracotta objects, potsherd, coins and other
archaeologicalobjects The museum collection
has been enriched by the donationsof several
local people Md. Abdul Hamid a residentandthe
employee of the college donated his entire
collectionsto the museum Md.Azibar Rahaman
Guest Lecturer, Departmentof History of the
college also donated to the Museum
Gourishankar De, eminent historian also
contribute to the museum Explorations
programme at Chandraketugarh and its
surrounding conducted by the department of
history of the college also enrich the museum
The present shape of the museum has been
possible due to the zeal of Prof. Rupa
ChakrabortyHead,Departmenbf History.



Chandraketugarh at a glanc

A Chandraketugarh (220416 220430N; 88°426- 88°440E) in the Berachampa
regionis underthe DegangaP.S. andabout38 kms northreastof Kolkata The
Vidyadhari flows about 10 km away from the site, however,a number of
palaeechannelscan be locatedhere The landscapan and aroundthis site
consistsof severallow and moderatelyhigh moundseither structuralor non
structural Most of these mounds are presently occupied by modern
habitationalareasor villages of Deulia (Debalayai Khana Mihirer Dhibi,
Itakhola and Noongolg, SingerAti, ShanpukurHadiput Jhikrg Ranakhola
GhorapotaDhanpotaChuprijhara Mathbari Ghaziataleetc All thesevillages
haveyielded habitationalremains Hadipur yielded NBPW, grey ware and a
terracotta female figure holding a lotusstalk in both hands, possibly
representinghe goddesd.akshmi(IAR 1961-62:62). Thesite coversanareaof
about2/3 sg miles. This siteis partially encircledby a hugewall of mudor a
continuouselevatedmud tract generallyreferredto by archaeologistss the
Or amwa kot ®r a m@radit twés on this elevatedmud corridor that
excavationsvereconducted

A Fromthe earlyyearsof the 20" century,the antiquarianremainsfrom this site
weregraduallybroughtto light throughthe efforts of TarakNath Ghosh A. H.
Longhurst R.D.Banerji K.N.Dikshit, Kalidas Dutta and others Excavations
were conductedat the site by K.G.Goswamifrom 195657 to 196162 and
C.R. Roychoudhuryfrom 196263 to 196768 with the additionalsupervision
by D.P.Ghoshduringthefield seasorof 1964 65. Excavationsvereconducted
atfive differentlocalities- i) Berachampanearthe Itakholalocality, i) Khana
Mihirer Dhipi a 14 feet high mound northeastof Berachampaiii) Itakhola
paddyfield, iv) Noongola situatedoetweerKhanaMihirer Dhipi andltakholg
and v) Hadipur a village outsidethe mud fortification areain the southern
qguarterof ChandraketugarflAR 195657:29-30; 1957%5851-53; 195859.55
56; 195960:50-52; 196061:39-40; 196162:62-63;, 196263:46-47; 1963
64:63-65; 196465:52-53;, 196566:59-60; 1966:67:48). Againin 2000a minor
excavatiorat the sitewasundertakerby ArchaeologicalSurveyof India under
Bimal Bandopadhyayhich cameto anabruptend(IAR 200601:156-60).



A Excavationsat Khana Mihirer Dhipi during 195960, unfurled sevencultural
phasesranging from the Mauryanto the postGuptaperiods Period| yielded
large sizedpotsanda few specimenf chalcedonybeads probablyassignable
to Mauryantimes Periodll wasrepresentedhy NBPW and BRW alongwith a
few beadsof semipreciousstones The notablefinds from Periodlll comprise
disheswith round baseand externallygroovedrim, awl and cosmeticsticks of
boneandivory, beadsof carneliana bonedice anda steatitecasketassignabl¢o
the Sungaperiod Period IV assignableo the SungaKushanaperiod yielded
roulettedware, castcoppercoins etc. PeriodV assignabldo the Guptaperiod
yieldedgreyandblack potterysometimesvith stampediesign terracottafemale
figurines,beadsof glassand semipreciousstonedike chalcedonydisc of bone
andshellbangles PeriodVI yielded potterylamps,terracottaplaquesdepicting
animalsand erotic humanfigures and other objectssimilar to thoseunearthed
from the same period in other trenches during earlier excavations The
occupational deposit of Period VII was quite disturbed This excavation
establishedhatthe templehadin its corean earlier structure39 feet squarejts
four sidesandoffsetsbeingbuilt of bricksof irregularsizes

A Chandraketugarfs the only early historic site in WestBengalwhich yieldedan
unparallelederracottarepertoireso far recordedn easterrindia. A wide variety
of femaleandmalefigurines,animalstoy-carts,erotic couples parrativeplaques
depicting harvestingscenesaquaticmotifs, lady with bird motifs, etc, the so
called yaksifigureswith elaboratelyornamented/oluptuousbodiesadornedby
heavy girdles and five-fold headdresse®r pancachudas besides,complex
coiffures,havebeendocumentedrom this site Besidesterracottafigurinesand
plaques,

A Chandraketugarhasalsoyieldeda large numberof coinsincluding castcopper
coins, punchmarkedcopperand silver coins, one billon coin with ship motif,
Kushanagold coins, a few gold coins of the Imperial Guptas a silver coin of
Skandaguptaetc. Among theseone billion coin bearingship motif, one punch
markedcoin with threehumanfigureson the obverseanda peacockon a hill on
thereverseascribablego Mauryandynasty,anotherpunchmarkedcoin with fish
motif, a gold coin of Chandragupt&umaradevitype and archer type of
Chandraguptd deservdo bespeciallymentioned



A The main text of the catalogue
has been conceived in several
categories or groups. The groups
are as follows:

A Divine and Semi divine

A Mithuna and MaithunaPlaques

A Animal riders

A Plagues with Narrative Content

A Plagues and Figurines of Animals
A Pottery

A Miscellaneous



A Divine and Semi divine
A 1. Mother Goddesses
A 2. Laksmi

A 3. The Lady with Weapons as
hairpins and Her Variations

A 4. GanasYaksasndNagas

A 5. Male and Female Figurines
with different attributes



Lady with weaponsashairpinsandherVariations

Theseare the mostcontroversiakerracottafigure of ancientindia.
Generally thesedivine figure showswith an elaboratebicornate
headgeacomprisingof stylizedhairpinsin the form of weaponof
war. The weaponsor ayudhasrepresentedn the headdressare
ankushor a goad,atrishula or a trident, a parasuor a battleaxe,a
vajra or a thunderstick and a dhvaja or a banner Most of the
presentdatabasehasfive hairpinson the both side Thereare six
hairpinsplacedon the both side of the headgearSometimeghere
arepearlsattachedo the hairpins The figure hasbeenornamented
with ear ornaments,multiple string ornamentsrunning over the
shoulderand down her torso, a heavy many strandedgirdle, thick
necklacesdecoratedarmlets,heavybangle, medalliontied to her
narrowwaistetc

The identification of the figure hasbeena matterof controversy
The figure hasbeenidentified as Sri, Maya devata Panchachuda
Yakshiandsinivali. StellaKramrisch1993 identified this figurine
with the apsadaPanchachudaroducedat the churning of the
oceanwhile J.N. Banerjea(1959 groupedher alongwith Yakshis
and Johnston (1942 identified her with Goddess maya of
Saudaranandkavya and the mothergoddessnayarefereedto in
the OxyrhynchusPapyrusNo. 1829 wherethe goddesss invoked
for bringinhg flood in the Gnages The only basis for the
identificationwith the Panchachudaapsarg1939 is the existence
of the five emblemson the headdressG. R. Sharma (1960
identified her with Vedic Goddesssinivali who is worshippedin
orderto placetheclay in the handsof Aditi, the greatonesothata
fair panmaybefashioned



Laksmi



Laksmi

Accession Number : 08.01
Photography No: DSCN2980
Provenance: Chandraketugarh
TechnigueMoulded

Size: 15.7x6.7cm

Period: #-2d centuries CE

The plaque showsa female figure standingon a full blown

lotus from which spring six lotus stalks with buds and
blooming lotus flowers The main figure is portrayed as
holding a large stalk in each hand She is decked with

ornamentsand a long garment The hair is piled up and
numerousplaits flow down The backgrounds plain andthe

borderof the plagueis decoratedwith tiny circles A similar

type of figure hasbeencollectedfrom Chandraketugarhnd is

now kept in the State Archaeological Museum (sengupta
200753).

Laksmi

Accession Number : 08.85
Photography No: DSCN3750
Provenance: Chandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded
Size:6.5x7cm

Period: #-2"d centuries CE

The broken plaque shows a female figure. The main
figure is portrayed as holding a large stalk in each hand.
She is decked with ornaments.




The Lady with Weapons as Hairpins
and her Variations



Lady with the auspicioushairpins
AccessiorNumber: 08.24
PhotographyNo: DSCN2642
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
Technique Moulded

Size 9.8x8cm

Period 1s-2"d centuriesCE

This broken plaque depictsa bejeweledfemale figure with
bicornateheadgeamlnd a centralrossette There are ten hair
pins placedon either side of the headgear The divinity is
profusely ornamented with large earrings, armlet, thick
bangles,heavynecklace The borderis decoratedwith floral
andbeadedlesign

Lady with the auspicioushairpins

Accession Number : 08.18 athy NYTWSX \*‘ﬁ‘
Photography No: DSCN2635 atl " J !
ProvenanceChandraketugarh e, ¢
TechniqgueMoulded

Size: 5.4x9 cm

Period: ®-2nd centuries CE

This is anotherterracottafigure in high relief with
bicornateheadgeamand a central rossette There are
ten hair pins placedon the either side of the head
gear The border of the plaque is beautifully
ornamented

Lady with the auspicioushairpins
Accession Number : 08.20
Photography No: DSCN2662
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded

Size: 7x9.5 cm

Period: #-2"d centuries CE

This is another terracottafigure with bicornate
headgeailand a centralrossette Thereare ten hair
pins placed on the either side of the head gear
Border is beautifully ornamented In addition to
this at the centreof the stelethereis a big flower
anda holefor hangingon thewall.
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Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.25

Photography No: DSCN2675
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqgueMoulded

Size: 6.3x10 cm

Period: 3-2"d centuries CE

This is anotherterracottafigure in low relief
with bicornate headgear and a central
rossette which is missing and made with
appliguetechnique There are ten hair pins
placedon the either side of the head gear
Borderis beautifullyornamented

Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.14
Photography No: DSCN2635
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqgueMoulded

Size: 7x10 cm

Period: 3-2"d centuries CE

Same as above

Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.23

Photography No: DSCN2683
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded

Size: 6x8.8 cm

Period: 3-2"d centuries CE

This is anotherterracottafigure in a medium
relief with bicornateheadgearand a central
rossette Thereareten hair pins placedon the
either side of the head gear The border is
beautifullyornamented
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Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.19
Photography No: DSCN2635
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded

Size: 7x10 cm

Period: #-2"d centuries CE

Same as above

Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.21
Photography No: DSCN2635
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechnigueMoulded

Size: 7x10 cm

Period: #-2"d centuries CE

Same as above

Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.16
Photography No: DSCN2635
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded

Size: 7x10 cm

Period: #-2"d centuries CE

Same as above
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Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.27
Photography No: DSCN2635
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqgueMoulded

Size: 7x10 cm

Period: 3-2"dcenturies CE
Mutilated fragmentary figure .

Lady with the auspicious
hairpins

Accession Number : 08.14
Photography No: DSCN2635
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded

Size: 7x10 cm

Period: $-2"d centuries CE
Female figure with five hair pins.

Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.33
Photography No: DSCN3659
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechnigueMoulded

Size: 10.5x7cm

Period: 3-2"d centuries CE

Same as above




Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.26
Photography No: DSCN4016
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqgueMoulded

Size: 6.3x9 cm

Period: $-2"dcenturies CE

Same as above

Female figure with five hair pins.

Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.31
Photography No: DSCN2635
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded

Size: 10x7.8 cm

Period: 3-2"d centuries CE

Same as above

Female figure with five hair pins.

Lady with the auspicious hairpins
Accession Number : 08.22
Photography No: DSCN4053
ProvenanceChandraketugarh
TechniqueMoulded

Size: 9x7.5cm

Period: #-2"d centuries CE

Broken part of a female figure who is

elaborately ornamented



